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 ‘aller anfang ist schwer’

Dean Peeters¹, Mette B. Langbroek²
Robin Nieuwenkamp³,  Femke H. Reidsma⁴, Roosmarie J.C. Vlaskamp⁵

It is with great pleasure that we present to you the second volume of  inter-section:
Innovative Approaches by Junior Archaeological Researchers. This journal emanates from 
the observation that student research, which is carried out conforming to high theoretical and 
methodological standards, is generally only read by a handful of people. Our aim is to make 
student research performed at the Faculty of Archaeology, Leiden University, available to a 
broader public by stimulating these junior archaeologists to channelize their ‘fresh’ and inno-
vative ideas and practice into short, focused articles. Reviews conducted by renowned external 
scholars further aid in the improvement of these papers and provide invaluable experience for 
a future academic career. The product of another cycle of writing, reviewing, rewriting and 
editing lies here in front of you. We wish you a happy and interesting read with our present 
volume!

E-mail address: editorialboard@inter-section.nl

¹uni-koln.academia.edu/DeanPeeters
²leidenuniv.academia.edu/MetteLangbroek
³leidenuniv.academia.edu/RobinNieuwenkamp
⁴leidenuniv.academia.edu/FemkeReidsma
⁵leidenuniv.academia.edu/RoosmarieVlaskamp

 

editorial preface

‘By three methods we may learn wisdom:  
   
First, by reflection, which is noblest 
Second, by imitation, which is easiest 
and third by experience, which is the bitterest’ 

confucius (551 bc - 479 bc)

on september 17, 2015, INTER-SECTION, 
innovative approaches by Junior archaeo-
logical researchers was successfully laun-

ched with the presentation of its first volume during 
the dean’s lectures at the faculty of archaeology, 

leiden university. over a year later, we are very 
pleased to present the second volume, again com-
prised of innovative studies carried out by (recently 
graduated) archaeology students from leiden uni-
versity.  as described in the quote above, confucius 
believed reflection to be the “noblest” method for 
obtaining wisdom. and while this may only be our 
second publication, we feel it is never too early to 
reflect on one’s experiences.

 in our editorial statement accompanying 
INTER-SECTION 1, we acknowledged and sket-
ched the confusing and problematic reality that re-
cently graduated students face when trying to take 

http://www.inter-section.nl
http://uni-koln.academia.edu/DeanPeeters
http://leidenuniv.academia.edu/MetteLangbroek
http://leidenuniv.academia.edu/RobinNieuwenkamp https://nl.linkedin.com/pub/samuel-cardenas-meijers/94/19b/180
http://leidenuniv.academia.edu/RoosmarieVlaskamp
http://leidenuniv.academia.edu/RoosmarieVlaskamp
http://leidenuniv.academia.edu/RoosmarieVlaskamp
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the next step on the academic ladder and entering 
an increasingly more competitive academic arena: 
more and more academic development and maturity 
is expected from recently graduated students. The 
phrase ‘publish or perish’ seems very applicable to 
this current situation, as up and around three pu-
blications seems to have become the norm against 
which a cv will be evaluated, for instance, during a 
ph.d.-application. 

 This experience and/or academic track-
record is, however, often hard to obtain while stu-
dying for your degree(s). this period should instead 
be spent developing your interests and yourself as 
a person, and to a lesser degree on building an ex-
tensive list of academic publications, conference 
presentations and similar activities. a certain pres-
sure thus exists to publish one’s research at an early 
stage. By trying to facilitate this difficult (and often 
first) step towards publishing in an academic langu-
age through a system of teaching referees and ano-
nymous, international reviewers, we hope to stimu-
late and support innovative junior archaeologists to 
publish their own research and make it available for 
a broader scientific community.

 That experiencing and reflecting can both 
be ‘bitter’ trajectories is something potential au-
thors—and we ourselves as junior editors in the 
same academic field—have encountered during the 
last cycles of peer-review for this postponed se-
cond volume. This illustrates the exact reason why 
our initiative, just like the long-running Tijdschrift 
voor Mediterrane Archeologie1 and recently initia-
ted Kleos (amsterdam bulletin of ancient studies 
and archaeology)2, fulfils an important role by sti-
mulating and facilitating student publication in an 
accessible way. Specifically, the opportunity to re-
ceive constructive reviews by specialists in a junior 
archaeologist’s own field provides a certain moment 
of reflection that is usually restricted to a single in-
stance of feedback and rewriting on one’s first ver-
sion of a thesis. the writing of a short, focused arti-
cle appears to be a different exercise entirely. ‘Aller 
anfang ist schwer’, is the way in which these im-
portant, but now and then difficult, first steps on the 
academic ladder can be aptly phrased in german. 

1  The small alleys, stenopoi, running from east to west 
in the middle of each house block are excluded from the analysis, as 
they were mainly used for drainage and not for passage (Robinson and 
Graham 1938, 33-39; Nevett 1999, 55-56). Another hypothesis is that the 
alleys serve as light sources, allowing light to enter the houses through 
windows placed along the walls (Graham 1958, 322).
2  The small alleys, stenopoi, running from east to west 
in the middle of each house block are excluded from the analysis, as 
they were mainly used for drainage and not for passage (Robinson and 
Graham 1938, 33-39; Nevett 1999, 55-56). Another hypothesis is that the 
alleys serve as light sources, allowing light to enter the houses through 
windows placed along the walls (Graham 1958, 322).

As we conclude our ‘noble’ moment of reflection, 
we again remember confucius who not only tells us 
that life can at times be bitter, but also that beauty 
is everywhere around us. We believe this is reflec-
ted in the fine collection of papers bundled into this 
volume.

contents 
we are very happy and proud to present to you in 
this second volume papers that focus on various 
regions, timespans and themes of research, and 
work between and across the traditional archae-
ological ‘specialisations’ offered by the leiden 
university faculty of archaeology; worthy of the 
name INTER-SECTION.

 The first contribution is by Cathelijne Na-
ter and offers a detailed spatial evaluation of burial 
practices at the cemetery of reusel (noord-brabant, 
the netherlands) from the 10th-13th centuries ce, 
focusing on grave orientation and morphology. by 
discussing her findings in the light of differentiation 
on the basis of social status and gender, nater comes 
to the conclusion that the site-specific pattern and 
inter-site variation in burial customs in this period 
to some extent resulted from the freedom to which 
local communities could ”give their own interpreta-
tion to Christian rituals”.

 tom de rijk’s study is also set in the ne-
therlands and focuses on the roman cavalry helmet 
that was excavated at Matilo (Leiden, the Nether-
lands). de rijk takes the unique opportunity to tho-
roughly evaluate this extraordinary find in the same 
light as the archaeological layers in which it was 
retrieved, ”possibly liminal and in situ”. In this way, 
de rijk contributes to a better understanding on the 
questions ”if this helmet should be seen as a ritual 
deposition” and ”whether the concept of liminality 
can be applied to the Matilo mask”.

 The next contribution stays in the field of 
contextual depositional analyses of archaeological 
evidence, specifically discussing how remains of 
arthropods (i.e., invertebrate insects and spiders) 
can provide additional depositional information in 
archaeological contexts. In his contribution, San-
der aerts evaluates and elaborates upon michael 
schiffer’s classic work Formation Processes of the 
Archaeological Record and proposes a conceptual 
model linking arthropods assemblages to cultural 
formation processes, potentially leading to a better 
understanding of stratigraphy and deposition by al-
lowing for the identification of “ ‘invisible’ strati-
graphies and functions”.

http://www.inter-section.nl
Authors
http://tijdschrift.mediterrane-archeologie.nl/

Authors
http://kleos-bulletin2-0.webnode.nl/
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 In her article, Marie Kolbenstetter explo-
res the collection of molluscs and the production of 
salt in the gulf of fonseca, bordering el salvador, 
honduras and nicaragua, from roughly 550 to 1200 
ce. based on several case studies from around the 
gulf, various economic models of procurement and 
redistribution, including centralized production and 
seasonal mobility, are put forward and tested. by 
evaluating the traces of these economic activities, 
Kolbenstetter gains a better understanding of the 
regional pattern of economic activity and the eco-
nomic advantages that are offered by the gulf of 
fonseca. 

 in the last contribution, elena cuijpers 
evaluates the greek site of olynthus from a spatial 
perspective. Using the exceptional preservation of 
this site to her advantage, cuijpers applies a range 
of macro- and micro-scale space-syntax analyses to 
examine the built and non-built environment and 
manages to provide additional perspectives on the 
seemingly well-known ”lively streets of Olynthus”, 
specifically regarding matters of social activity, so-
cial control, privacy and movement through this ur-
ban environment.
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practical Details
INTER-SECTION: innovative approaches by Ju-
nior archaeological researchers is an open-access 

journal. it is our aim to publish twice a year, both 
online (http://www.inter-section.nl) and in a limited 
number of hardcopies, with five to seven articles 
per edition. to further stimulate the publicity of 
research conducted by archaeology students, each 
edition will contain an overview of all undergra-
duate and graduate thesis titles that have been ap-
proved since the previous edition. we gladly invite 
everyone to distribute INTER-SECTION publicati-
ons amongst their personal network and welcome 
students to send in proposals. details can be found 
on our website.

http://www.inter-section.nl
http://www.inter-section.nl
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INTER-SECTION is a journal intended for everyone that is connected to the leiden 
university faculty of archaeology. the journal offers an accessible platform for 
the publication of individual research performed by undergraduate and graduate 
students. guided by a staff member referee, authors write an article that is peer-
reviewed by a scholar from outside the faculty. articles are peer-reviewed journal 
written by and for students which will also be an interesting read for staff members, 
as they are asked to review the articles as well. at INTER-SECTION, we feel it 
is important that the publications printed in the journal aid the student-authors in 
building their scientific careers. The online open-access of the journal is one way 
of achieving that; the authors can easily add their publication to their cv and/or 

academia.edu account.
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